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of his " collaborators " and " touts ", did not cause much of a
disturbance because it was considered by those in the know as a
" strictly personal matter ".
The iact, however, that the British, French, Belgian and Dutch
Governments, and others as well, decided one day at Geneva to
supply " their " refugees with travel documents did for a moment
really upset the market. But when it .also became known that
the British Consulate in Paris would take months, the request
having to be submitted to the Home Office and enquiries carried
out in Paris regarding the political hue of the applicant, to grant
such a visa on such an identity paper, while it could be obtained
almost immediately on a passport provided by the Consul in
Paris representing let us say, Honduras, Costa Rica, Guatemala,
Bcuador, Nacaragua, Haiti or St. Domingo, the market was
immediately on firm ground again.                           . ,         +
Wealthier people could " obtain naturalisation " in Spain and
Portugal with the aid of forged residence documents covering a
period of. ten years. Such passports carried more " prestige "
than those obtained from the smaller States and thus offered
greater " security **. Although this state of affairs was' a more or
less well-known fact in Britain and France, their intervention was
somewhat delayed and only took place when Canadian ariel
British " passports " began to be offered on" the international
market.
One Government alone openly tolerated this passport traffic,
since any method seemed desirable, that would free it from one
Jew more; the Hitler regime.- Thousands of these passports were
sent to Germany and made it possible for refugees to leave the
country. Furthermore, the Gestapo even allowed interned Jews
to leave the concentration camps with these passports and later,
when it was more difficult to obtain one of these documents, with
one -of the visas obtained in the same way on the international
black market for passports .and visas/ For once,,therefore, .the
.crooks who dealt in this traffic did more for persecuted humanity
than all the international committees solemnly assembling at
Geneva from time to time ever succeeded in achieving.
The Russian revolutionaries under the Tsarist system could
not at that time, in their definition of a human being, foresee that
this poor persecuted creature would really have four dimensions,
the'fourth, most recently discovered, one being the visa. They
could not foresee this because the mere fact that the Tsaxist
system had introduced passports for purely political reasons was
already considered in the less backward countries as. a direct